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-NOTE Small Mammals in the Diet of Largemouth Bass, Revisited
ABSTRACT
We studied diet of largemouth bass (Micro~terussalmoides) from four small,
nutrient limited, kettle lakes in Michigan's Upper Peninsula near Land o' Lakes, WI,
from 1980-1994. We collected stomach contents from 4,846 individual live bass.
Although six different species of small mammals were recorded, small mammals were
not common in the diet; frequency of occurrence (FO) in the diet was only 0.29% over
the duration of the study.

Adult bass in our study lakes (Sec 36, T45N, R22W, Gogebic Co., MI) are
generahstic and opportunistic foragers (Hodgson and Kitchell 1987) with a diet r a n p g
from zooplankton (e.g., Dauhnia) to benthic invertebrates, terrestrial insects (Hodgson
et al. 1989, 1991, 1993), herpetofauna (Knapik and Hodgson 1986) and small mammals
(Hodgson 1986). During the study, 14 individual small mammals of six different
species (rodents and insectivores; Table 1) were recorded. Microtus vemsvlvanicus
was the most common species in the diet (0.10% FO over the duration of the study).
The occurrence of mammals in the diet during any particular year ranged from near 2%
FO to zero (Fig. 1). Except for the latter part of September (small percentage of total
sample), during which FO for small mammals averaged 5.5%, there were no seasonal
differences in FO over the years.
Table 1. Species of small mammals in the diets of largemouth bass from four study
lakes from 1980-1994.
Mammal
species
Rodents

Number
eaten

FO

